[New basis for development of anticancer drugs].
Our increased knowledge of basic molecular mechanisms involved in the growth and spreading of cancer has provided a new basis for development of anticancer drugs. As an example, matrix degrading protease systems are discussed, in particular the urokinase plasminogen activator (uPA) system in which inhibition of binding of uPA to its cellular receptor is an attractive target. However, biologically based drugs can in general be expected to present the same problems as conventional drugs, including toxic side effects due to the role of their targets under normal conditions, and development of resistance which among other mechanisms can be due to a widespread functional overlap, e.g. between different matrix degrading protease systems. Many still unexploited promising biological targets for cancer therapy are known and it is likely that a systematic, goal oriented research will result in many new drugs. These drugs may individually not necessarily be more effective than the conventional drugs, but they will, due to their different mechanisms of action, be well suited for use in combination with these.